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A new chapter for a hotel 
that helped revitalize 
downtown Dallas 

By STACY SHOEMAKER RAUEN 
Photography by ERIC LAIGNEL 

When Tim Headington, CEO of Headington Oil, opened 
the J oule Hotel in 2008, he was a pioneer in the revitalization of 
downtown Dallas . Now. after a two-year expansion, he is upping 
the ante again, adding 29 suites, three penthouses. an 8.000-square­
foot s ubterranean spa by ES PA, new event space, restaurant 
CBD Provisions, and an expanded lobby with eight retail outlets 
by TENOVERSIX. "It's an interesting project in that it's a local 
developer who believes in this part of town, who h as invested a lot 
of money, and has stuck with it," explains New York-based Adam 
D. Tihany, who handled the hotel's original design and the majority 
of the transformation, save for the re ta il, CBD, and part of the lobby. 
"He's really doing significant transformation of downtown Dallas, 
breathing new life into t he a rea." 

1+2. Two views 
of the Joule's new 
contemporary multilevel 
penthouse suites, 
outfitted in mirrors, 
bold colors, and sleek 
finishes . 



The expa nsion incorporates a number of new construction 
elements including a three-story building linking five existing 
historic buildings, explains Deborah Lloyd Forrest, principal of 
Dallas-based ForrestPcrkins, the project's design architect a nd 
architect of record. A m arble-clad, glass-enclosed elevator connect s 
the three levels a nd "prov ides a unique and dy na1nic feature on 

the Main Street fa~ade," Forrest says. "T he main cha llenge was to 
assemble a disparate group of historic bu ildings and find a way to 
link and repurpose them so that the end result was a cohesive 
whole. This was an extremely complex problem to solve wilh 
fi re rating issues, level changes, and contrasting h istoric and 
contemporary architectural styles from several eras, including the 
Art Deco period." 

Guests returning to the hotel will immediately notice a difference 
entering the reconfigured lobby. A sparkling. custom s tainless 
steel light fixture that references the grid plan of Dallas' business 
district tops a nd mimics the geometry of Tihany 's new burnt orange 
reception desk. Behind it, a gallery-like corridor displays original, 
handn1ade 1nosaics, ·which Headington saved fron1 des truction 

as t heir original home. the Mercantile Building, was demoed for 
apartment buildings. Som e $2 million later (the cost to remove, store, 
and restore), 73 pieces arc showcased throughout the hotel. "Showing 
par t of the history of Dallas here in downtown was part and parcel of 
the experience. It 's the old meeting the new," Tihany says. 

The hallway leads to the spa by ESP A-now the com pany's U.S. 
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3. Three freestanding 
.. pour sculptures" of 
dripping bronze line one 
wall of the vitality pool 
at the ESPA spa. 

4 . The spa's lobby, 
which Tihany says has a 
1950s feel, is inspired 
by the Neiman Marcus 
building next door. 

5 . The penthouse suites 
boast many architectural 
features, such as 
glassed-in bathrooms. 

6. Because the lobby 
still features a massive 
rotating gear-which 
represents Texas as a 
source of fuel -from 
the original design, the 
designers created a 
stainless steel skeletal 
grid structure and 
light fixture over the 
reception desk to avoid 
overwhleming the space 
with another substantial 
piece. 
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flags hip. Gifted w ith a skylight-filled h igh ceiling in the historicul 
building und us" nod to the Renuissunce R evivul originul Neimun 
M urcus building next door, the spu's truverline wulled urrivul is "airy, 
with" feeling of the 1950s," says Tihany. But as guests descend into 
the lower level spa, the atmosphere becomes moody and serene, as 
the designers exploited the low ceilinged, cave-like space w ith an 
abundant use of wood. seductive lighting.luxu rious and 1nasculin e 

materials, u pholst ered wall panels. and blue-gray tiles. Tihany points 
to the vitality pool as a standout, w here s tanding in nooks along one 
w a ll, three panels of d r ipping bronze by arlist A nthony P earson 
make a d ramatic state m ent. 

Bold design continues in the three penthouses, two of which span 
three stories. "T hey are no t shy," Tihany says. "The design is sexy, 
edgy. clean. and contemporary." S traying from much decoration. 
mirrors, which "bring the city into the apartment"; monochromatic 
finis hes; varying ''in your face" color palettes-Yves Klein blue and 
gold, garnet and plum, a nd lime, silver, and burgundy; artwork 
by Tihany's son Bram dubbed "To the Center of the Earth" that 
celebrates exp loration of th e universe (1nineral fonn ations, drilling 

equipment) through various mediums; and a rchitectural gestures 
such as glassed-in bathrooms and glowing gluss staircases create" 
true urbun experience. Suys Tihuny ' "You feel like you arc wulking 
high in the city." hd 
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Lang Lighting Design, Inc. 
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CORRIDOR AND LOBBY 

Ceiling Fixture 

Alger-Triton 
Reception Counter 

Galaxy Glass & Stone 
Textiles 

Fadini Borghi 
Flooring 

Sigma Marble 
Millwork 

Woodhaus 
Art 

Millard Sheets and Mosaic 
Studios 

SPA 

Pool 

I 
Bradford Products 

Flooring and Rugs 
Stone Source and ICE 
International 

Wallcoverings 

NY Stone Manhattan, 
Sigma Marble, and Maya 
Romanoff 

Mirrors 
Galaxy Glass 

Furniture 
Dedon, Arteriors, Jane 
Hamley Wells, and Eric 
Brand 

Textiles 

Cedar Milano, Brochier, 
Great Plains, and Donghia 

Accessories 
Plantation and Quiltcraft 

Art 

Anthony Pearson 

PENTHOUSE SUITE 

Glass Stair Treads 

Jockimo 
Flooring and Rugs 

Sigma Marble, Wilson 
Office Interiors, and Sacco 
Carpet 

Textiles 
Valley Forge Fabrics, 
Gretchen Bellinger, 
Cedar Milano, Romo, 
Yoma Textiles, Samuel & 
Sons, Pollack Associates, 
Edelman Leather, Holly 
Hunt, Larsen, C arnegie, 
Innovations, Mahara m, and 
Nobilis 

Furniture 

Eric Brand, Hellman· 
Chang, Storgio Ventura, 
Inc., Molteni&C, Viccarbe, 
and Design Within Reach 

Lighting 

Usona, Otylight, and 
iWORKS 

Accessories 
Michelle Kaptur from 
Kittreii/Riffkind, Roche 
Bobois, TASCHEN, 
Speranza Design Gallery, 
Quiltcraft, and Plantation 

Bathroom 
Sigma Marble, Dornbracht, 
and Hansgrohe 

Art 

BramTihany 
Millwork 

Galaxy Glass and 
Woodhaus 
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